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Morning Star Academy News 

Dates to Note: 
 

 Mar. 2-6 Iowa Assess-
ments 

 Mar. 12 - Spring Open 
House & Academic Night 
6 - 7:30pm 

 Mar 16 - Mar 20 - 
Spring Break 

 Mar. 23 - Classes Re-
sume 

 Mar. 27 - Kindergarten 
Round-up, 9:30am 

 Mar. 27 - End of third 
quarter 

 Mar. 30 - Junior Class 
Fundraiser @ Pizza 
Ranch, 5-9pm 

 Mar. 31 - Kids Against 
Hunger Kick-Off 

 

 

Headmaster Notes - Education Savings Accounts (ESAs)  
Many of you who were unable to attend the meeting on ESAs indicated a desire to know how 
the meeting went, so I am taking this month’s headmaster notes to provide a recap and sum-
mary of that meeting. Education Savings Accounts are part of the broader school choice 
movement that has gained momentum in a number of states over the last decade. The most 
popular forms of school choice programs include school tuition organizations (STOs), vouch-
ers, and charter and magnet schools. While these programs have improved education options 
for a number of families, they are not as universally accessible as some would hope. The goal 
of Education Savings Accounts (ESAs) is to provide school choice to every Iowa family.  
 
How will ESAs accomplish this? The ESA would serve as a receptacle for state provided funds 
given to families that do not enroll their students in public school. Currently, the proposed 
grant per pupil would equal about $5,000 per year, which is the average cost the state spends 
per public school pupil. Families seeking an alternative to their local public school would 
spend their funds using a state-issued debit card that would only work at approved vendors. 
Any excess funds would rollover year to year and could eventually be spent at a four-year Iowa 
college or university. Arizona and Florida currently offer ESAs, but they are reserved only for 
families that qualify economically. Iowa proposes to make these funds available to every fami-
ly. The Iowa Advocates for Choice in Education believe ESAs are necessary “to make sure 
parents of K-12th grade students have a maximum number of options during this critical time 
in their child’s development.” After all, parents are in the best position to determine the most 
suitable education for their children. ESAs would remove limits like zip code and finances that 
many parents face when considering their child’s education. 
 
Opponents to the legislation believe such legislation would hurt public school funding, but 
according to the Iowa Association of Christian Schools, ESAs would not divert money from 
the public schools who would continue to receive funds from all revenue streams. Opponents 
also believe the quality of public education will suffer due to school choice programs, but evi-
dence actually suggests the opposite: that public schools are invigorated by the competition 
school choice programs create. What’s surprising is just how little such substantive educational 
reform would cost. The Iowa Catholic Conference estimates this program would cost Iowa 
only four percent more than current government spending on K-12 education.  
 
So, when will this legislation become a reality? Those who presented at the meeting are confi-
dent the legislation will pass, eventually. In order to spur things along, parents and schools 
need to contact their legislators and find out how they feel about school choice. Morning Star 
plans to invite area legislators to MSA for a school visit so they can see the good work we’re 
doing. It is difficult to say when the legislation might pass, which makes it important that we as 
a school community share with our neighbors what this exciting legislation might do for edu-
cation in Iowa.  
 

Grace and peace,  

Casey 
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Morning Star Academy Spring Open House and Academic Night will be held on Thursday March 12, 
2015 from 6 to 7:30 p.m.  Classrooms will be open and curriculum will be on display.  Information packets will 
be available for new  families.  Our Open House Program, which will take place from 6:00 to 6:30 p.m. will show-
case some of what our Grammar School students are learning.  In addition, fifth-eighth grade students will have 
displays about their research projects in the activity center.   Everyone’s invited!  Come see what we have been 
studying.  Invite your friends and neighbors! 

Open House & Academic Night 

Senior Class Sponsored Events 
Babysitting at Morning Star 
March 27, 5 - 9pm 
April 17, 5 - 9pm 
 

 
 

            Pizza Ranch Fundraiser-March 30 
You are invited to a PIZZA RANCH Tip Night to benefit the class of 2016.  This event 
will be held on Monday, March 30 at Pizza Ranch, 880 Lincoln Road, Bettendorf.  The 
junior class will receive all the tips from the evening and 10% of sales between 5 - 9 p.m.    
Come out and support the class of 2016.   

Spring Play 
Morning Star Academy's drama department, Trap Door Productions, is announcing this year's spring play Wait 
Until Dark by Frederick Knott.  This suspense/thriller will have everyone on the edge of their seat.  Susy Hendrix, 
recently blind as the result of an accident, is targeted by three con men after her husband unwittingly brings home 
a doll full of smuggled diamonds.  Using a few clever disguises and more than a few calculated lies, the men spin 
their tale to fool the unsuspecting Susy. But when the doll can't be found, the situation spirals out of control.  
Wait Until Dark runs April 9-11.  Showtime is 7:00 p.m. on all nights, doors open at 6:30.  Opening night is 
Thursday, April 9th.  Tickets are $5 for MSA students; $7.50 for adults; and $20 for a family. 
 
*Note to Parents: Due to the suspenseful nature of this play, including scenes in which the theatre will become 
very dark, this show may be too intense for some of our younger audience members.  If you have any questions 
regarding the show, please feel free to contact Miss Israel at KathleenIsrael@gmail.com. 
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Kindergarten Round-up 
Parents and their children who will be entering kindergarten this fall are invited to a Kindergarten Round-Up to be 
held Friday, March 27 from 9:30-10:30am.  Parents will have the opportunity to learn about Morning Star’s classical 
Christian approach to education, spend time in the kindergarten classroom, meet the teacher, and tour the building.  
Activities are also planned for the incoming kindergartners.  Registration packets will be available that day.  For more 
information, visit the school’s website at www.morningstaracdemy.org  or call 563-359-5700. 

Registration Process 
We began accepting registrations for the 2015-2016 school year from current families and new families the first 
day back from Christmas vacation.   
 

Current families will have first priority through February 28 (Note: This is earlier than in previous years.).  After 
February 28, current families will no longer have priority over new families; they will have equal opportunity.  To 
save a spot for your child before we start processing new families, you must pay your registration fee ($50 pre-
school; $150 K-12) by February 28.  This fee is non-refundable. 
 

Keep in mind that many families request morning kindergarten and morning preschool sections.  We reserve the 
right to consider factors other than the date of registration, in assigning students to sections.  After considering all 
factors, we will inform you of your child’s section, either am or pm, no later than April 30.   Also, please under-
stand that there may be siblings of current families who choose to enroll in preschool or kindergarten for the 
coming school year who aren’t currently in pre-3 or pre-4.  So, for example, there may be current families who 
desire the am pre-4 class for next year who did not enroll this year in pre-3. 
  

You will automatically be re-enrolled through FACTS with the same payment plan you chose for the 2014-2015 
school year.  If you would like to change the payment plan* or method of paying, let Trish Sorensen or Erin De-
Vore know at the time you pay your registration.  We must receive notification of this change by Tuesday, April 
7, 2015, otherwise everything will remain the same.  
 

 
*12 month option is only available if registration is paid by May 8, 2015 

PTP News and Upcoming Events 
 Trivia Night - THANK YOU to all who helped make Trivia Night a success! The PTP appreciates you!  

 

 Wishing Tree - There’s still time to participate in the Wishing Tree! Inside the front doors is a tree with 
wishes from our wonderful Morning Star teachers. Wishes range from acts of service to gift cards to items 
for the classroom. Please help us make our teachers’ wishes come true! Gifts should be returned to school by 
March 6. 

 

 Used Uniform Sale - If your spring break plans include cleaning out your closets, any old uniform items can 
be donated to the Used Uniform Sale. The sale will be  March 28, 2015 from 9am-11am. All items are just $1!  

http://www.morningstaracdemy.org


 

 

 

 
IT’S YEARBOOK TIME 

 
NEW FOR THIS YEAR: OUR YEARBOOKS WILL BE DELIVERED TO STUDENTS ON THE 

LAST FULL DAY OF SCHOOL IN MAY! 
DON’T BE LEFT WITHOUT ONE! 

 
The end of the year is quickly approaching and along with it comes time for reflecting on memories from the past year.  The 
Morning Star yearbook is a great way to remember these special events.  

 

You may purchase your 2014-2015 yearbooks for $28.00 a copy.  Parents wishing to order more than one copy for multiple 
children within a family can do so for a discount. The second and any additional copies will cost $25.00.  Orders are due by 
Monday, April 6th, and you may write a check or pay cash, but payment must accompany the order (make checks payable to 
MSA).  Payments are to be brought to the business office. 

 

You will be notified by e-mail when the yearbooks arrive at school.  NEW THIS YEAR: YEARBOOKS SET TO ARRIVE 
TO YOUR STUDENT ON THE LAST FULL DAY OF SCHOOL IN MAY!!!  

 

 

_____________________clip and return form below with check attached______________________ 

 
2014-2015 YEARBOOK ORDER FORM 

 
 
 

FAMILY NAME: _____________________  GRADE: _________________ 
 
YEARBOOKS ORDERED: __1__ X $28.00 = $________ 
             
       _____ X $25.00 = $________ 
      
        TOTAL: $__________________ 
 
 

 CASH                       CHECK   
 
 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO MORNING STAR ACADEMY (MSA) 
ORDERS DUE: MONDAY, APRIL 6TH, 2015 

  



 

MORNING STAR SENIORS! 

 

1.) Please choose one full page style that suits you!    These are full page ads.  You will each be given one  
 full page.  You may submit to the yearbook committee a favorite scripture and four images with the page  
 design you prefer. Images must be submitted via CD/DVD, USB drive or email to Jessica Chaon at  
 kohawks97@yahoo.com .  Images must be in the largest resolution image possible, preferably 54” wide  
 and 80” tall with 72 pixels per inch (talk to your photographer!) .  Each page is gender neutral and colors and 

wording will be complimentary of images submitted.  Images and page and wording selection is due to the 
M’SAY committee no later than April 1.  Final wording, colors and overall layout will be left to the discretion  

 of the M’SAY committee.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           “Imagine” – requires 4 images       “Megan” – requires 4 images  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

  

 

 “Mike” – requires 4 images                              “Natalie” – requires 4 images  

mailto:kohawks97@yahoo.com


 
    2.) Fill out the form below if you would like to have a younger picture of you submitted and a message from a family mem-

ber included in a half page spread.  
 

 

SENIOR MESSAGE ORDER FORM 
 

TO: __________________________________   
 
MESSAGE: (30 WORDS OR LESS) – PLEASE PRINT 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
FROM: _________________________________ 
 
NAME OF SENDER: _______________________ 
  
MESSAGES ORDERED: _________ X $5.00 = $____________ 
 
MESSAGES + PICTURE: _________ X $10.00 = $___________ 
  
CASH                   CHECK   
 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO MORNING STAR ACADEMY (MSA) 
ORDERS DUE: MONDAY, APRIL 6, 2015 
TURN IN TO BUSINESS OFFICE 
 

  


